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out his ongoing relevance in today’s global scenario. This
book also illustrates how Tagore has become familiar
in a particular language/state mainly because of the
-committed effort of some specific individuals. In Italian
it was Marino Rigon; it was Andre Gide in France, Juan
Ramon Jimenez in Spain, Victoria Ocampo in Argentina,
Frederik van Eeden in the Netherlands, Vincenz Lesny
and Dusan Zbavitel in the Czech language, Karlis Egle and
Rihards Rudzitis in Latvian, Muhammad Shukri Ayyad
in Arabic and A.P. Gnatyuk-Danil’Chuk in Russian.
According to the editors, “Tagore’s reception in India,
Pakistan and Bangladesh would have required a different
volume”; hence, the Indian subcontinent has been
excluded. Due to the unavailability of contributors, areas
in North Africa, sub-Saharan Africa, Asian countries like
Iran, Myanmar, Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia with
Java and Bally and also Australia could not be covered
in this volume. However, for the first time a systematic
and comprehensive work of reference. has been made
available to us in so far as a near-complete survey of
Tagore’s worldwide reception is concerned. This book is
undoubtedly a major contribution to Tagore Studies along
with comparative/translation/postcolonial studies. This
anthologized global reception, finally shows how Tagore
has indeed succeeded in his mission of overcoming the
dichotomies like East/West, Self/Other, through his
“social imagination” of global unity and the creative
bonds of wholeness by connecting the local/national/
particular with concerns that are general/international/
universal.
Dr. Kaustav CHAKRABORTY
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" Sabyasachi Dasgupta, In Defense of Honor and Justice: Sepoy
Rebellions in the Nineteenth Century, Delhi: Primus Books,
2014, pp. x + 144, Rs. 795/-, ISBN: 978-93-84082-06-2.

Researches on the colonial army and rebellions/mutinies/
revolts are often confined to the great rebellion of 1857.
The focus in recent years’ researches has moved from the
“sepoys” to the popular basis of the rebellion. However,
Sabyasachi Dasgupta in his recent work In Defense of
Honor and Justice: Sepoy Rebellions in the Nineteenth Century
Jooks at pre-1857 mutinies to bring the focus back on the
sepoys and successfully attempts an argument that the

- pre-1857 mutinies had their own dynamics and had very

little connection to the great and grand culminating event
of San Sattavan (1857). According to him, the pre-1857
mutinies happened on the isSues of honour and justice,
paternalist relationships and structures of difference. His
book is a significant contribution to the understanding of
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the colonial army. While most researches on the colonial
army have been influenced by the idea of discipline

~ and indiscipline, very few researches have focused on

the everyday contestations of the sepoys on issues of
justice and their honour. This thin volume by Sabyasachi
Dasgupta presents some new insights to understand how
the colonial endeavour failed in many ways in creating
a “loyal” British sepoy, which was evident in everyday
contestations and resistances by the sepoys. Though this
volume throws some light on the 1857 rebellion itself,
its major focus is on the dynamics of various pre-1857
mutinies. ,

The book is divided into five chapters mostly based on
colonial official archival sources with some non-official
writings by some sepoys. The first chapter explores
the minor and major mutinies of the first half of the
nineteenth century such as the Vellore mutiny of 1806,
the Quilon mutiny of 1812, the Barrackpore crisis of 1824,
the turbulence of 1840s and finauy the rebellion of 1857.
According to Dasgupta, these minor and major mutinies
were the instrument of subaltern protest against breaches
in the terms of contract. In chapter second he argues
that the sepoys were loyal only till their honour and
justice were protected and in case of violation of these
they were free from any obligation of loyalty. In the next
chapter he argues that the colonial policy of the army was
initially based on cultural stereotypes but over a period
of time, with multiple experiences, multiple policies were
adopted and followed. In the fourth chapter, Dasgupta
argues that the colonial army tried to evolve as a distinct
corporate body from this primordial social order. In this
effort, though not the Madras or Bombay armies, but
the Bengal army hampered the formation of a corporate
identity of the sepoys.The last chapter discusses the court
martial as a means to control the sepoys to argue that the
major drawback of the Company was the decreased role
of the European officer in times of collective resistance
from the sepoys.

The only problem of this attempt is the sources.
Dasgupta has relied heavily on colonial sources for
his argument, though to his credit, he has successfully
produced the evidence for his case.

Dr. Asuutosd KuMAR
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Patrycja Austin, The Worlds and Music: Glocal Imaginaries
in the Novels of Salman Rushdie, Vikram Seth and Amit
Chaudhuri, Allahabad: Cyberwit.net, 2014, pp . 207, Rs.
300/-, ISBN 978-81-8253-517-6.

Tt has been over six decades since India gained political
independence. Colonial times and the independence





