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The Khalsa 

The book is one in a series o f books milieu marke d w ith n ega ti ve and 
p ublished by the Punjabi Univers ity, complacent trends, the Guru's p ositive 
Pa tiala, on the eve o f the tercentenary message of socia l and religious uplift 
year o f th e birth o f the Kh a lsa. [t assumed g rea t si g nifican ce and 
examines the events from the ad vent of re levance. He w iden ed the rea lm of 
the Sik h fa ith to th e c rea ti on of the religion to cover social responsibilities 
Kh a lsa. T he a uthors have rig htl y and worldly concerns. H e ignited tha t 
poin ted out tha t the c rea tion of the spark in human na ture which impelled 
Kha lsa by the ten th Sikh Guru was a men tosufferand make sacri fices forthe 
culm ination of the movemen t started by cause for tru th and jus tice. It is necessary 
th e fi rs t G uru , Na n q k. Th ey have for scholars to gauge the full range of 
endeavou red to s tudy the Sikh d octrine the Guru's mission and then put across 
in its ful lness. This is a com mendable the true impor t of his teachings before 
approach as it is the Sikh doctrine which the readers. 
provides th e basis and essentials for the The authors, in the p reface to the 
creation of the Khalsa by Guru Gobind book, cla im to take cognisance of the 
Singh. ideological cord emphasising the under-

In the beg innin g of the book, the lying unity of the ten Gurus but a t the 
a uthors have broug ht to light some of same time they entang le themselves in 
the unique fea tures of Guru Na nak's · a web o f self-contradiction when they 
miss ion like the unity of God an d s tate tha t 'the firs t nine G ur us had 
brotherhood of mankind . helped m an develop from w ithin by 

Bu t an in-depth s tudy of the Kha lsa cul tiva ting a set of me taphysical and 
in its id eolog ica l and his torical pers- m ora l va lues. The reafte r the Tenth 
pec ti ve mus t inc lud e a d e tai led Mas te r prescribed external symbols 
exposition of Guru Nanak's world-view, r~~ective of these inner values'. In the 
his vis ion of God and his approach to v1s1on of the Gurus, there is no dicho
life. The G uru, a n apos tle of p eace, tomy between the inner and the outer 
jus tice a nd ha rm on y, was ~ g reat dim~~sions of li fe. The sacred and the 
revo lu tiona ry w ho re fl ec_ted m~e.nse emp•r.teal are not two opposed spheres 
conce rn wi th th e soc•o-pol •t• ca l of action. They are complementary to 
problems confron ted by the peop le of ea~ oth~r. It was in tune with the basic 
his tim es. He took a s trong note of the onentation and ideological direction 
tyrann y of ti1e ru lers and the pri~sts to ~rov ided to t~e Sikh movement by the 
wh ich the people were being su bjected . first Guru AIJun. Guru Hargobind and 
He made re ligion a potent instrumen t Guru Tegh Ba had ur challenged the 
o f s ocio-poli tica l ch ange. The Gu ru tyranny of the contemporary rulers. 
appeared at a crucia l t ime in Indian G uru Hargob ind raised the Akal 
history when Lndian religious tradition Takhat adjacent to the Harmandir Sahib 
emphasised individual sa lvation. No making it anintegrated comp lexvisibly 
importance was attached to the socia I symbolising the integrated Sikh doctrine 
aspect o f m an, of man 's duty to society. of Miri-Piri, in which both the spiritual 
This tendency was sought to be curbed conce1·ns of the human soul and the 
by the Guru. He stressed that salvation temp ora I concerns of day- to-day 
could not be an individua l affair. He worldly life came to be taken care of. As 
sought to s ubordinate the individual to the learned authors have also mentioned 
the claims of the society. In a religious that the Guru donned two swords, 
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symbolic of the unity of the spiritual and 
the temporal. The revolutionary ideal of 
San t-Sipahi (Saint-Soldier) laid down by 
the tenth Guru for his followers was the 
na tural and inevitable outcome of the 
combin ation of the spiritual and the 
empirical enunciated by the first Guru. 
It is not right to say that the first nine 
Gurus emphasised onJy inner virtues. 
Religion for them was not a matter of 
philosophical abstraction or metaphysi
cal subtleties. All the Gurus believed 
that spiritual merit could not be gained 
without becoming an active agent in 
promoting socia l respons ibility .. 
Inauguration of the order of the Khalsa 
on the Baisakhi day of 1699, at Anand
pur Sahib, was an epitomic act, in dear 
fulfilment of the mission initiated by the 
first G uru. 

The autho r s h ave done well in 
elucidating the significance of the Khalsa 
and the doctrine of Guru Panth and 
Guru Granth in very clear terms. The 
two chapters, 'Th e Khalsa in Sikh 
Tradition' and 'The Khalsa in Hindu 
Perception' are very informative. The 
authors have given English translation 
of several extracts from the Bachitar 
Natak whose authenticity has so far not 
been establis hed by the scholars. 

A more coherent and detailed 
acco u nt of the Khalsa needs to be 
undertaken by scholars to enrich our 
understanding of the lofty ideals of the 
Guru which can unite and direct the 
erring humanity confronted with the 
mighty challenges of growing inter
national tensions, escalation in the arms 
race and the threat of a nuclear war. 
Consumnation of the Guru's vision 
would eventually be a world state based 
on the abiding values of human life
equality, freedom and justice. 
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