
Editorial 

Con ventional concep tions o f violence have undergone substantive changes over the past fe\•V d ecades. Simplistic 
notions of vio lence as being based primarily on the use of physica l fo rce have paved way for more incorporative 
notions that include psychological, sexual and economic violence as well, w hether inflicted indiv idua lly or collectively, 
and maybe even self-directed. Since 2002, the World Health Organization defines v iolence as " the intentional use of 
physical force or power, threatened or actual, aga inst oneself, another person, or agains t a group or community, 

\which ei ther results in or has a high li ke lihood of resu lting in injury, death, psych ologica l harm, maldevelopment, or 
deprivation". Significant in this d efinition is the recogni tion of the use of 'power' in the basic understanding of 
violence. 

In recent times our cot•ntry has been witness to unprecedented people's outpouring and passionate debates on 
violence against women. 1 1 March-April thi s yea r, a new Criminnl Lmu (Amendment ) Act, 2013 was enacted bv the 
Parliam.ent. This was a sig1 ificant step forward . Forms of violence like acid attack, sexual harassment, voyeu~·i sm, 
sta lking, trafficking, gang r<1pe, and acts \·vith the intent to disrobe a woman were included w ithin the ambit of 
criminal law. The definition of rape \-'las expanded beyond peno-vaginal penetration. The quantum of punishmen t 
was increased in seyere crimes to imprisonrnent for twenty years or the rest of natural life. A eli! use was also added 
to prosecuted public servants for dereliction of duty. 

Yet, the law also faced criticism for frit tering away the opportunity to address festering issues like - marital rape, 
removing the legal impunity for the a rmed forces in instances of sexual assault, recognizing systemic sexual violence 
against tribal / dalit women or during communal violence as aggravated rape, or the possibility to introduce a gender 
neutral d efinition of 'victim' in cases of scxu<~l assault so that same-sex vio lence could also be addressed. In times, 
when young people led the outrage against sexual violence fron1. the front with their cry for 'nnzndi' (freed om), it was 
also ironical that the 'age of consent' was increased from sixteen years to eighteen years, thereby, m aking an 
increasingly sexually active population of young people susceptible to the charge of s ta tutory rape. 

Perhaps at the heart of the entire debate Jay the issues of just how the s ta te seeks to redress violence agains t 
women. On the one hand is the response to the sheer brutality of sexual violence in specific instances, but on the 
other is the urge to recognize and nddress systemic or structu ral issues relat~d to such vio lence. The CriminnlsLmu 
Amendment Act, 2013 represents the former, w hile the Justice Verma Committee Report represents the la tter. T he 
former embodies the urge to redress crimes 'after' they occur, ,.vhile the latter seeks to address the root causes of 
such crimes through a plethora of constitutional, policy, adminis tra ti ve and othe r reforms a imed at 'prevention '. 
Yet, on the whole the d evelopme nts lt::we been positive and the return o f men m the cause of women holds promise 
for the future. 

This brings us to the concerns beina addressed in this issue of Swllnterhi/1: liAS Review. We have four resea rch 
articles that address different issues of~' io lence in very diverse ways. Of course, it is impossible to address v iolence 
in a comprehensive ma nne r in a s ingle collection of essays. Q uestions of caste violence, violence aaa inst children 
and the elderly, or against tribals o r the environment etc. remain unaddres~ed here, as are deba~es about non­
violence or arguments in favour of just ifi ab le violence. However, a ll the art icles a re notable for addressi ng the 
structura l aspects of violence. 

The essay by Dr. Sunera Thobani, 'Stress Position: The Racialization of Mus lims in the Wa r on Terror', explores 
the evolution o'f the discourse on Mus li ms and Tslnm in the unfolding war on te rror by the West. Tracin o· the roo ts of 
the excesses in Abu Ghrnib and Guan ta namo Bay to the colonial hi sto ry o f m od e rn nntion states that we~c enmeshed 
in race and violence in the sh aping of m od ern laws, she argues that the ea rly twenty-firs t century is w itnessing the 
reformula tion of the race question. With Muslims being reconfig ured as the e mbodiment of terror and Islam as the 
root of fanaticism, the Muslin1 'other' is be ing 'rncin lzcri' not jus t in the Middle East and Centr<1l 1\sia, but <~ lso w ithi n 
Western soc ieties, causing n setbnck to multi culturali sn1 . 

The shocking pho tographs of the same torture in Guantanamo Bay <1nd J\bu C hraib nrc approached in a di ffer en t 
way by Prof. Ari ndam C hakraba rli in hi s essay 'TovvMds a Moral OnlLllog~ · nt llw II M1d · Frnm Tortu re tn the Hea l111g 



,. 

Tou~h·'.The triumphant hand gestures of private Lyndie Eno-!and during the dehumanising acts of brutalization of 
Iraqi ~nsoners, he argues, comprise a theatre of cruelty a performance or act put up during photoo-raphy. Comparing 
the "stck exhib"fo · " f h ' 

0 

" h" 1 1 msm o t at hand gesture to those of Bharata's Nnh;n Shnstrn he argues that perhaps a tent 
rasa ~eed~ to b.e added to the ensemble. The main argument of his essay is that the Mnlmblmmtn and the Buddha '"'ere 
preset~nt m dtagnosing that "a certain kind of shameless cruelty springs from rampant inequality of power and 
consptcuous consumpf " B · · · · · . 

1 
ton. nngmg a w 1de array of ancient and contemporary v1ews mto play he makes a case 

agamst crue ty. 
In her article 'The Abduct d w . ·d · · · h · · 

f G dh
. ' . e oman m the House,' Prof. Ayesha K1 wat rev1s1ts t e parti tion through the w ntmgs 

o an Ian SOClal work t·k M · · d d 
P R 

ers I e ndula Sarabhai and Anis Kidwai, and parliamentary d ebates around the Ab ucte 
ersons ecovety and R t · . . . . 

b th 
.d f es oratron Act promulgated in 1949 and penodteally renewed ttll1957. Abducted women from 

o Sl es o the bord h . . . . . 
and t th l 

er, s e argues, posed senous challenges to patnarchy, the s tate, law, famthes, soClal workers 
o emse ves with f · · f theca f bd ' many o them refusmg to return. The soctal workers who relentlessly worked and spoke or 
use o a ucted wo ld · · · 1 · · · f or of th . al men cou not resolve questrons regardmg the ng 1t of women not to be vtetlmized or rape 
eu sexu autono Th . of 201? a d . . my. ese unresolved questions, she argues, have resurfaced m the anti-gang rape moven1ent 

In a~o~h are mdtcative of the journey made so far and the travails that still lie ahead. 
the impar/r es~d' Sukurnar Muralidharan examines the profound moral, ethical and political questions entailed in 
India in 

1 
~n~~1 eath penalty, with the recent public debate being merited by two quick executions carried out in 

Den~oc t~ eO 4 and early 2013 after a prolonged undeclared moratorium. In 'Crime and Punishment in Liberal 
' ra 1C octrine' 1 · · liberal-de . le traces the genealogy and legacy of the tdeas of early European liberals and the modern 

J
·udicial 0:;~crat~c order and its judicial processes. Revisiting the Constituent Assembly debates and many subsequen t 

servat10ns he po· t t 1 ·n1 d. · ·1 d · I · · f 1 · relic of the old des '. m s. o t 1e 1. 1erent contra tetlons ental e m t 1e unposmg o death penalty, w 1crcm, a 
argues sp . pohc order s ttll surviVes in the modern state. The newfound enthusiasm fo r the death penalty, he 

. ' nngs more fr 1· · · These di . om po 1hcal exigencies and the convergence with the Wes t over a focus on terrorism. 
verse s tudies f t . . . . . and in India. W h 0 s ructural viOlence traverse dtfferent bqt mterhnked terrams of violence across the globe 

e ope that these essays will provide food for thought to readers of this volume. 

ALBEENA SHAKIL 

Besides seminars b N . . .. 
this year, liAS h Y att~nal Fellows, Tagore Fellows, Fellows and Vtsttmg Scholars at the Institute, in the course of 
March 2013)· N a~ been mvolved in organizing the following: 'Two Schools on Gandhi' (15-17 February and 7-9 
March 201

3
): S at~onal Conference on 'Social Epistemology and Ethics for Dalit Emancipatory Discourses' (22-23 
' eminar on '0 d. · · f · z V · f K h · ' · R t Ill: InternationalS . r mary L1ves maCon hct one: mces rom as m1r (3-5 June 2013); Shtmla etrea 

'Advances in Astr emm~r on 'The Socia l Dynamics of the Urban' (10-11 June 2013); 2nd International Workshop on 
Kavita: Asmita o~ar~cle Physics and Cosmology' (AAPCOS-2013) (14-17 June 2013); National Seminar on 'Dalit 
of the Modern~~~ ratnodh ki Sanskritl' (23-24 July 2013); National Seminar on 'Waves in the Silent-Pool: Li teratures 
(18 October 2o

13
/an L.anguages' (11-14 Augus~ 2013); Colloquium on 'Language and Cognition: Why Does it Matter' 

November 20
13

); ~rhst Workshop on 'Mood' (25-28 ~cto~er 2013); Collo~ui~m on 'National Education Da~' (11 
Conference on 'lnd{~pos~l~m on 'Secularity, Sec~~a~tsahon a~? Seculansm (9 December 2013); Internatwna~ 
(21-22 December 20~~. Political Economy in Transition: The Cnsts of Governance, Democracy and Development 


