
p art of teach ers to give preced en ce 
to thei r se lf-i n teres t ove r the 
acad emic we lfare of th e stude nts, 
a nd (c) fa ulty examin a ti o n and 
eval u-a ti o n process. Mos t sig ni­
fi ca ntly of th ese three , th e po liti­
cization and bureaucra tiza tion of the 
university system impinges adversely 
the recruitment process of teachers 
and d emoralizes and ~de) mo tivates 

the teach ers. 
The study makes a definite con tri­

b uti o n in c rea tin g a co n ceptual 
framework for a nalyzing the role of 
teach ers in a university system. T he 
so cio-p o liti cal s t r u c tu re as a n 
ex te rnal syst_em, an organizati on_al 

!.lieu as an mternal system, certam 
!11 . 
ttributes o f teac h ers mflu en cing 

ah e ir perceptions and mo tiva tions 
t . f I . 

d ex p ecta tiOn s o t 1e1r super-a n ' 
. ·ons and studen ts are the th ree key 

y JSI 
~en ts thal need to be analyzed for e le t•• . . 

)·neating the role of teachers 111 a 
d e ' T h . I . . ·ve rsity syste m. e mc uston of 
on' . . d 1' d en ts' perspecuve m e meating 
s tLI ro le performance of teache rs is 
th ~ 1 ifican t add ition to the stu dy. stg t 
a uthor has ap tly concluded tha t 
T h e a h 

de r LO stre ng then t e ro le of . o r 111 ch er, the ro les o \ vario us playe rs 
tea dm inistra tor, the teacher and 
( t.h e a . . 

s tude nt) in the umve rsny system 
the d be well-defi ned and oriented e to 
n e rd s o n e a n o t h e r in s u c h a 
o""a b . . t nner so as to n ng m greater cor-

rn a den ce be tween role e xpect­
es po n 

r nd perfonnance. ·on a . . 
a tiThe au thor deserves appreCJall~n 

, ·rying o ut a comprehe nstve 
f. r c,u 
0 . . ·ca l s tud y in th e fi e ld o r 
rnP 111 

· N d b e . 1 gy o f ed uca uon . o ou t, 
oc iO o dd '. h s k is a welcome a lllon to t e 

t.he boO ·e a lr ead y ava ila bl e o n 
. e ratu t . 

It t . a l socio logy 111 the pos t lu cat!Oll . . 
cc 1 ~- lca rn tn g sce n a n o V\r r o a n c ~ . . 

. th e ro le o f teac he rs 1n 
tiH.! n : 1 n . 
~ ig h c r c dttca tion is under se n ous 

sc rll tiny. 
T h e boo k contai ns 386 pages 

Book Reviews 

which could have been red uced by 
proper edi ting of the o riginal proj ect 

· report. This would h ave resulted in 
a more sle ek volume and pleasan t to 
read both by scho lars an d general 
public. Needless to say, tha t the study 
is of imme nse use to edu-cational 
p la nne rs , adm inistra tors a nd 
stud ents of socio logy, psycho-logy, 
education an d anthropology. 

Proj essar A. V. Af onso 
Fellow, liAS, Shimla 

Wri ters: P h otograjJhs by Nancy 
CmmjJton, Th e Quantuck Lan e Press, 
New York, 2005, ISBN: 1-59372-019-
X, pp . 224, $ 40. 

Writ(;'rs: Photographs by N ancy Crampton 
is a book of ph o togra phs of li terary 
pe t·so nalities-nove lists, poets and 

. .p laywr ig h ts-wi th a di ffe re n ce . 
Alo ng with the fin e ly repro du ced 
du o to n e p o rtra its o f th ese 
li tte ra te urs, who have sh ape d the 
lite rary sce ne of n o t only Ame rica 
but o f the en tire world , are few lines 
from the pen of these personaliti es 
a b o ut th e ir thoughts, importa nt 
mo me nts a nd the ir pe rce ption of 
wha t good writing is. 

. In sot_11e abstrac t way th e 'pon rait' 
o f a wn te t· is always prese n t in h is 
writing itself. Even then a pictoria l 
representation of a write r adds 'Oesh 
and b lood' to the portrait. For this 
reason it is a no rmal p ractice in the 
p ub lish ing world to g ive t he 
p ho tograph of the a uth or on the 
blurb of a book. It he lps the readers 
to get an insigh t in to the mind of the 
auth or by see ing him th roug h the 
vi.sual_ ~1edi ~n~ and th en ana lyzing 
hts wn tmg. 1 h 1s must have been the 
idea of Cram pton in rep1·oclucing the 
pho tographs of these li tterateurs 
a long with a few lines fro 111 th e ir 
pens. 
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H owever , th e possibili ty of a 
'te n s io n ' b etween a picto rial 
rep resen tation and th e personality 
tra its e m erging fr om th e writi ng 
cann ot be altogether d ismissed. The 
c h arm of the book is that the 
pho togra phs of th e writers are in 
complete h arm o n y with their 
writings. On th e on e hand is th e 
person a of these li tterateurs from the 
eyes of an ace photographer, on the 
other are their id eas a n d percep t­
io n s, provid ing a unique co mbi­
n a tio n and b a la n ce, whi ch is the 
novelty o f the book. 

Crampton is a pho tographer of 
r e pu te a nd h as lived up to th e 
e xpec ta ti o n . Sh e is th e offic ia l 
photogra ph er of th e Unte rbe rg 
Poe try Cen tre, New York, which is 
famo us for its literary readings. She 
has specialized in capturing li terary 
pe t·son alities in her lenses, a job she 
is doing for three decades now. The 
book contains photographs and 'self­
portrayal' of l 04 li terary person­
a liti es, who h ave influen ced th e 
Ame rican literary scenario. These 
include a ll time greats like Bellow, 
Mail er, Cheever, Wolfe, Singer et.al. 
T h e photographs of these literary 
personalities which have been taken 
ove r a period of time are techn ically 
of very high standard. Each portrait 
has something different to say, 
reflectin g the various facets of these 
li ttera teurs, which include ten Nobel 
laureates. As has been mentioned by 
Crampton herself, she has taken 
ph otographs of different authors at 
different places and in diff~r~nt 
moods. Yet there is an underhnmg 
commonness in all these photo­
graphs-it is the perfect_ ~im~ng of 
capturing Lhese personahues m the 
camera and the finesse of the 
cluowne portraits. . . 

VS Naipaul andj~um.pa Lahm are 

tl I dian ·connecuons of the book. 1e n . 
Crampwn has caught Natpaul in a 



reiaxed mood wh ereas La hiri 

appears engrossed in deep thinking. 

In his brief a utobiog ra ph ical ske tch , 

a ipau l has described wh at it meant 

to be a ' rai lurc ' and how it helped 

him to ge t his 'own voice' wh ich got 

reflected in Lhe form of his wri tings. 

Th is is complimen te d by hi s 

photograph , in which he appears to 

be calm, his eyes reflec ting the 

conte ntedness of a succes ful author. 

Lahiri on the o th er hand walks into 

the lanes or noo.;t..,Jgia. hig hli ghtin g 

the inlluC'nce of Calcuua in her 

writ.i ngs. She candidly acce pts that 

even after spending several years in 

America, she has not been abl e to 

come out of her Indian mindse t, 

which is reflected in her nove ls . The 

predicament of th e young author. 

something which can be termed as 

Boolt Rroiews 

' identity cris is', can be ve ry ap tly 

gauged from he r ph o tog ra ph . 

The book has undoubtedly been 

broug ht ou t ,·ery we ll. It is !lawless, 

the printing is ofveq' high sLanda rd 

a nd th e mate r ials used are excellent. 

Th e photog r ap h s h ave be.e n 

reproduce d p erfectly, thereby domg 

justice to the photographer and the 

book. 
Although the book is excelle nt in 

every way, it appears as if it has. been 

brough t OUt ro r th ose whO a re Ill th e 

know about the Am e ri can lite rary 

scen ario and a re well versed with th e 

,,·orks of the littera teu rs, who lind a 

place in it. H ad th e book b ee n 

brough t o ut on ly for the specialists, 

th e app roac h wou ld h ave b ee n 

justifiable . Bu t as it a ppears to m e, 

no publish e r 1\'ho is bring in g out the 

book o n such a g rand scale, can have 

a limited audience in view. It would 

have bee n bette r if a few lin es or 

b iograph ical s ke tch es o f these 

littera te urs a lo n g with th e i r 

impo rtant works wou ld have been 

mentioned. It would h ave increased 

th e value of the book. 

H owever, 011 the whole this book 

is a fru itfu l a tte mpt to portray the 

au th o rs through th eir visuals on the 

o ne ha nd, and their sid e o f th e story 

o n th e o th er. It wi ll be a valua ble 

addi ti o n to the collections of a ll 

those who a re in te r es te d in the 

contemporary literary scena rio. 

Dr. !Jebarshi Sen 

Asst. Publications Ojji.cer 

IIA5~ Shimla. 

Indian Knowledge Systems, edited by Kap il Ka p oor and Avadh csh Kum a r S ing h 

2 Fol~ .. 2005, xi, ix, 71 OfJ; lnrfPx; 25 n11 . 

India has continuous and cumula tive inte ll ectua l trad itions in m any d o m a in s o f knowledge. This t radition 

has its beginning in the !Jgueda, th e first attested Indo-Euro p ean d ocument, a nd con tinues to be al ive in th e 

life, practices and learning of th e In d ia n p eople. 

The power and pertinen ce o r knowle dge systems in this tradi Li o n are alles tcd by the ex istence of' in num e rable 

tex ts and thinkers that con ti 11 ue t.o be the subject or swd y in m<~jor con tcm poraq ' un iversi ti cs round the world. 

Not m.any LOday arc aware or this ri c h h eritage o f tho ug h t. The Academy the refore prod uces rootless 

roung mlllds that at best arc igno1·an t and at worst h ave conte mpt for the ir owti traditions of tho ug ht. The 

two volur~tes, co~prising 34 articles by disting tti sh c d sch o lars, exp o und som e m aj o r India n Knowle d ge 

~ystcnls ~· t~.:. Logic, Philosophy of Language, Techn o lO!:,')' a nd C rafts, Polity a nd Governan ce, Ethics a nd 

So~H~Iogi~~I _te-~ts, Arch i~ecture, Poetics and. Aesth e tics, . . La~v.and .J ust ice , Ma th e mati cs a nd Astronomy, 

AgiiC ultu i e, r. ade and Commerce and Mcdtcme a nd Ld e Scte n ce. U nder its seven sec tion s- ( i) Indi a n 

I~n~~wlcd~.~ S_y_stcl~.s (,ex) Posit i?ns; (i i ) Science; ~ iii ) ~cd i cal Sc ie n ce in Indi a; ( iv) Psycho logy, Pol ity and 

s.oc JOIO~tc al 1. ~~ts,. (\) .Aestheucs and Poetics; (v•) Philosoph y, Logic and Langu age; and (vii) Knowledge 

form a t ton. DJssemmatton and Practice-it m akes avai la bl e th e firs t statem ent that articu la te the ir validity 

for the contcmporan· Indian and Western rea li ty. 

On ."n"'1 of 1;11
' IHml! I\ \'agdcvi, the CoddC'ss o f l .can1in g, rrorn Dhara. India, J0- 11 '11 centu1-y CE with th e 

Sun-Chanot \\ llc<'l from Konaraka, India, sym bolizing the Cyclic T ime. 
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