
dances. Thematically these songs are 
na tural expressions oflove and hate, 
j oys an d sorrows of existen ce and 
they p oint towards harmonious co­
existe n ce of man and nature. Thus 
is the ecological wisdom enshrin ed 
unobtrusively in the way oflife! The 
accounts of the dances and o ther 
fo lk practices are interspersed with 
storie s and anecdotes; tha t saves 
the d escription from becoming 

00otonous. One of the sto ries is 
. O:sociated with the 'T hro-Ch am' , it 
a a n s th e 'Furio us Da nce ' ; i t is rn e 

e rfo rmed to subdue the evil spirit. 
p The to ne of th e author becomes 
. vi a l wh Pn sh e co m es to the 
J? .-r uisti c uua n ces and good-
ItO~:> dl h . roore y narra tes t e stones of 
hll bl. . I H " . 

Pie fum m g wtt 1 mdt a nd 
Pe o . 

Jish a nd cr ea ttn g funn y 
f.O g (i o ns. She •·ecounts th e inci-
s i t u a I , . , . 

e of t 1e cow s son m tongue­
d J1 C 
. e t}1e-eheek man ner. Bhutan may be 
tn~ to accept change but the impact 
sJoWJo balization canno t be warded 
of g ;\t every step Dimri e ncounters 
off . g e and sh e fee ls con fused 

h aJl . h c u se whtl e c a n ge m ean s 
be caress, it also means annihilation 
pr0 g traditional culture. T he need 

f th e 
o ]<.eep the beauty of th_e culture 
is t O despite transforma tiOns. Ye t, 
i!1 t~ct ·n g grace is that Bhutan is not 

sav• . 
tile -eager to accept outstd_e c_ultural 
ven' ony. It likes to re tam 1ts own 
0 e!?"ern'fha t is one reason why th e tiny 

}'l os- . 
e t ry still remams a mystery. , ,pt . . 
cov . g a li tterateur, 1t IS natural 

13e tO ·wanti should shift h e r 
tha t ~ a t to Bhutanese literature . 

ptJOn d" . 
a tte h its o wn tra JtJOnal ta n as 
B l1 ~ t eped in myth , legends ture s e . 
lite ra 1 b t 1·t is slow on creatmg 

f, lk o re u . 
a!1d ~ . Talking spectfically h teratUJ es. . . 
n ew . l"terature m Enghsh, . d 1genous 1 . 
o f 111 

. ·ks with sympa thetiC · rnn remat . 
D t d" 'Crea tion of h te-unde rsta n mg, . 

re a n d th a t too in a fore tgn ratll 
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language for a n unde rdeve lo ped 
country could verily be not one of 
the prio rities a t the ini tial stage of 
d e ve lo pm ent ' (p . l21) . Some 
translation and compilatio n work is 
being unde rtaken in the earnest a t 
the b ehest of the Royal Government. 

T o add to th e author 's wide-eyed 
wonderment a t the land so unique 
in many ways, she had had a chan ce 
to g o round the co untry fo r a n 
Ori enta ti o n Progra mm e; th a t 
broade ne d her purview. Sh e aptly 
calls it ' circumambulating'- a word 
with h allowed con n otations. 

The las t ch apter e n titl e d 'The 
Drupka Mys tique' exp o u n d s th e 
mystery of the land of the peaceful 
Dragon . It is ' a semantic construct 
which en capsulates the mood an d 
the spiri t, the air and the atmosphere 
o f Druk Yu e l in ge ne ral a n d th e 
Drupkas in pa rt icul a r ' . T h ese six 
pages a re revelatory in whi ch sh e 
catch es the mysteriousness and the 
aura of the land. The book ends with 
'Karding-chela' means 'T hank You ' . 
With a g lossa ry, e nd note s a n d a 
se lect bibliography, th e wor k 
b ecomes a pl easan t a ma lga m o f 
sc h o larly exe rc ise a nd a soc io­
~ ultu ra l d oc ument exuding th e 
JOyous abandon of trave l writing. 

Professor Dimri, in bringing out 
the book, has no t only cap tured her 
experiences but has also don e grea t 
service to all those who wish to know 
more about Bh utan beyon d 'tou rist 
pamp hle ts'· I remember , we knew 
th e word Druk in the 1970s-1980s 
~nly in connection with the tasty frui t 
Jams and fruit juices coming from 
Bhuta n. I acknowle dge n ow that 
Druk, Drupka and Druk yuel mean 
much more . 

T he book is well brough t out, has 
an _au_rac tive cover and good quality 
p n ntm g . Inside, it has got some 
useful and eye-catching ske tch es. But 
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I wish Dimri could h ave a lso 
provided a small pronuncia tion key 
to some typical Bhutanese words, for 
example, one d oes no t know how the 
Bhu ta n ese wo uld pron o unce 
Chorte n or in Dzongkh a wh ether 'D' 
is sil ent or 'Z '. One typogra p hical 
e rror pe rta ining to the sp e ll ings 
of circuma mbula tio n / circuma m ­
bulating is too g laring to be ignored. 
The language is effective, poe tic at 
times, befitti ng the theme. 

Dr. Usha Bande, 
Former Fellow, liAS, Shimla 

CTisis in H igher Education: Role Analysis 
of Teachers in a University System, by 
Ra n i Mehta, Kalpaz Publicatio n , 
Delhi , 2004, ISBN: 81-7835-305-9, 
pp . 386, Rs. 790. 

In recent years, tremendous changes 
have come about in education. This 
is particularly so with the advent of 
th e WTO reg ime in h igh er edu­
cation. T hese changes in-fluenced 
b oth, th e techniques as well as the 
m e thodologies of im parting edu­
cation, thereby affecting the very 
p ur pose and objectives of h igher 
e d ucatio n . 

The technological revo lu tion 
taking place in h igher education with 
e-learni ng is revolutionizing e du­
cation at all levels. E-learning is to 
p rovide all that is required for a 
realis tic interaction in the learning 
processes. E-learning is not going 
to d ispense or make classrooms 
redundant but to make teaching 
more effec~ive , based upon realistic 

.d . f the learner . E-const erauons o . 
. th modern mfor-learnmg uses all e 

mation technologies not only to 
k I ·ng effective but also rna e earnt 

l . and relevant as the end ex 1aust1ve 
product. 

In changing global economies, 



u nive r s iti es must cope up with 
emerg ing challenges, choose the fast 
developing technologies and make 
the best use of new opportunities 
avail able . There arises a renewed 
challenge to adapt new approaches 
to teaching, create new and dynamic 
cu rriculum in order to maintain 
universities as centres of high e r edu­
cation . Universities have to redefine 
themse lves in o rder to meet the 
d iverse new roles it has to play as 
centres of socia l tra nsform-a tion , 
natio n build ing, scientific advance­
men t an d developmen t o f human 
resources. 

We are n ow operatin g, on the o ne 
hand, in the era of inform atio n 
society or knowledge socie ty and o n 
the othe r, in a globalized economy. 
In such a situation, every natio n 
needs competen t man p owe r fo r 
acce lerating the pace o f deve lo p­
ment. But in the co n text of our 
society, the crises of hig h er 
education gets pronounced due to 
lack of funds, faulty examinatio n an d 
eva) uation me thods, po li ticizati o n 
a nd bureaucratization of the un i­
versity syste m, stress on liberal arts 
rather than on vocational courses, 
skewed distribution of teache rs to 
stu d ents, la c k of auto-nomy 10 
teachers, e tc. In the wake of these 
issues, there is an urge nt need to 

recognize the pattern of h ighe r 
education with a view to evolve a 
svstem in wh ich teachers can p lay 
~ff'ective roles. 

Teachers a re key ac tors in the 
un iversity syste m. They are expected 
to r ise -above their self-interest and 
show a con cern fo r th e common 
good of' the st.uden ts and build u.p 

h · <·r-sonalrtY struc ture for therr t en p . . . 
el'kC'llVt.- role in soc rety. It rs we ll 

~cl r·1c t 1ha1 teachers d o re('ognrf.., < • . 

opC' r att' within the u.nr~ersr1y 
' ht•rl S\Slt'lll blll rt rs a lso pres< r r · 
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important to analyze th eir perfor­
man ce in terms of how they re la te 
these to the se t of expectations from 
the students and administra tors. In 
the book e n ti ti ed Crisis in Higher 
Education: Role Analysis of Teachers in 
a University System, Ra ni Mehta 
studies these sig nificant aspects of 
higher education. The book is the 
resu lt of doctora l r esearch wo r k 
conducte d a t Panjab University, 
Chandigarh. 

Afte r an introducti o n , in which 
th e au th o r has de lin ea te d t he 
re search probl em of h er s tud y, 
provides the reader with a h istorical 
account of the growth o f educa tion 
in India, review of studies, obj ec tives 
and the theoretica l fra mework, 
hypotheses of th e s tudy, the methods 
of da ta collection , p lan of analysis of 
da ta and limita tions of th e s tudy. In 
the seco nd chapte r of the book the 
a uth o r g ives de ta il s regard in g 
d e m ographic , soc io -cu ltural a n d 
economic profile of the respondents. 
In th e third chap te r , th e a uthor 
analyzes th e ' role soc ia lization ' and 
views of teach e rs towards th e 
pro fess io n. The fourth chapte r 
high lig hts th e 'role pe rceptio n' and 
'expecta ti o n of teachers ' . The fifth 
chapte r deals with ' ro le performance 
of teachers'. Teache rs' vi ews o n crisis 
i n h ig h er e duca tion h ave b ee n 
d iscussed in th e sixth chapte r. The 
o utl ook o r students towards high e r 
e d uca ti o n , r o le o r teac h e rs a nd 
studen t-teach e r re la tion shi p find 
exp ressio n in th e seventh ch apte r. 
And in the concluding chapte r, the 
au thor discusses the 'Crisis in hig he r 
e d uca t io n ' in re la ti o n to ' r o le 
chall enges to teache rs'. T he book 
has also lour ind ices on Fam ily Socia l 
Status Ind ex of Teachers, Acad e mic 
Leve l In dex of Teacher:;; Part i­
cipation Level Index of the Teachers 
in the University/Co lleges Bodies 
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and Associations and Firmly Social 
Status Index of Students. 

The study has thrown up som e 
inte res ting fin dings. Most of the 
teac h e r s , for example, p r efe r 
instrum en tal roles such as teach ing 
an d research over expressive roles, 
such as cordial re lati onsh ips with 
colleagues and communicatio n with 
colleagues and students. The study 
also shows that there is a gap be tween 
se lf-e stima te of teacher's pe rfor­
mance an d perception of studen ts 
towards th eir performan ce. Accord­
ing to pe rception of s tu den ts, the 
perfo rmance o f teachers falls sho rt 
of the ir ex p ec tatio ns a nd leaves 
so m ethin g to be des ired . The 
teachers by and large, lack attributes 
such a s clar i ty of th ought a nd 
expression, sensitivity towards the 
needs an d hardships of stud ents, 
sincerity of p urpose a nd above a ll 
dedicati on and commitment. 

T h is stud y which is based o n three 
systematic samples, i.e., of teachers, 
students and educational supervisors 
in se lected teach ing d e pa rtme nts 
and affi lia ted co lleges of the Pan jab 
Uni versity, Chandigarb, wh il e 
m a king a com p arat ive anal ys is 
b e tw ee n uni versity a n d co ll ege 
teachers found tha t teachers in the 
u ni ve r sity e n c o unte r m o r e of 
p rofessio nal problems wh ile those in 
the colleges have to encounte r m ore 
of organizational prob lems due to 
b ureaucrati c im pera tives and th e 
po litics or ma nageme nt. 

T he study, furth e r, br ings out 
clearly tha t irrespective or gender, 
s tatus and acade mic ach ievements of' 
teac hers, they see m to recognize that 
h ighe r educa ti o n is in cr isis. The 
th ree most im por tan t fac tor·s ranked 
by the teache r-s pertain ing to such a 
u i:;is are: (a) increasing po li Lisiza tion 
an d bureauc ratizatio n of hig he r 
ed ucation, (b) th e tendency on the 



p art of teach ers to give preced en ce 
to thei r se lf-i n teres t ove r the 
acad emic we lfare of th e stude nts, 
a nd (c) fa ulty examin a ti o n and 
eval u-a ti o n process. Mos t sig ni­
fi ca ntly of th ese three , th e po liti­
cization and bureaucra tiza tion of the 
university system impinges adversely 
the recruitment process of teachers 
and d emoralizes and ~de) mo tivates 

the teach ers. 
The study makes a definite con tri­

b uti o n in c rea tin g a co n ceptual 
framework for a nalyzing the role of 
teach ers in a university system. T he 
so cio-p o liti cal s t r u c tu re as a n 
ex te rnal syst_em, an organizati on_al 

!.lieu as an mternal system, certam 
!11 . 
ttributes o f teac h ers mflu en cing 

ah e ir perceptions and mo tiva tions 
t . f I . 

d ex p ecta tiOn s o t 1e1r super-a n ' 
. ·ons and studen ts are the th ree key 

y JSI 
~en ts thal need to be analyzed for e le t•• . . 

)·neating the role of teachers 111 a 
d e ' T h . I . . ·ve rsity syste m. e mc uston of 
on' . . d 1' d en ts' perspecuve m e meating 
s tLI ro le performance of teache rs is 
th ~ 1 ifican t add ition to the stu dy. stg t 
a uthor has ap tly concluded tha t 
T h e a h 

de r LO stre ng then t e ro le of . o r 111 ch er, the ro les o \ vario us playe rs 
tea dm inistra tor, the teacher and 
( t.h e a . . 

s tude nt) in the umve rsny system 
the d be well-defi ned and oriented e to 
n e rd s o n e a n o t h e r in s u c h a 
o""a b . . t nner so as to n ng m greater cor-

rn a den ce be tween role e xpect­
es po n 

r nd perfonnance. ·on a . . 
a tiThe au thor deserves appreCJall~n 

, ·rying o ut a comprehe nstve 
f. r c,u 
0 . . ·ca l s tud y in th e fi e ld o r 
rnP 111 

· N d b e . 1 gy o f ed uca uon . o ou t, 
oc iO o dd '. h s k is a welcome a lllon to t e 

t.he boO ·e a lr ead y ava ila bl e o n 
. e ratu t . 

It t . a l socio logy 111 the pos t lu cat!Oll . . 
cc 1 ~- lca rn tn g sce n a n o V\r r o a n c ~ . . 

. th e ro le o f teac he rs 1n 
tiH.! n : 1 n . 
~ ig h c r c dttca tion is under se n ous 

sc rll tiny. 
T h e boo k contai ns 386 pages 
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which could have been red uced by 
proper edi ting of the o riginal proj ect 

· report. This would h ave resulted in 
a more sle ek volume and pleasan t to 
read both by scho lars an d general 
public. Needless to say, tha t the study 
is of imme nse use to edu-cational 
p la nne rs , adm inistra tors a nd 
stud ents of socio logy, psycho-logy, 
education an d anthropology. 

Proj essar A. V. Af onso 
Fellow, liAS, Shimla 

Wri ters: P h otograjJhs by Nancy 
CmmjJton, Th e Quantuck Lan e Press, 
New York, 2005, ISBN: 1-59372-019-
X, pp . 224, $ 40. 

Writ(;'rs: Photographs by N ancy Crampton 
is a book of ph o togra phs of li terary 
pe t·so nalities-nove lists, poets and 

. .p laywr ig h ts-wi th a di ffe re n ce . 
Alo ng with the fin e ly repro du ced 
du o to n e p o rtra its o f th ese 
li tte ra te urs, who have sh ape d the 
lite rary sce ne of n o t only Ame rica 
but o f the en tire world , are few lines 
from the pen of these personaliti es 
a b o ut th e ir thoughts, importa nt 
mo me nts a nd the ir pe rce ption of 
wha t good writing is. 

. In sot_11e abstrac t way th e 'pon rait' 
o f a wn te t· is always prese n t in h is 
writing itself. Even then a pictoria l 
representation of a write r adds 'Oesh 
and b lood' to the portrait. For this 
reason it is a no rmal p ractice in the 
p ub lish ing world to g ive t he 
p ho tograph of the a uth or on the 
blurb of a book. It he lps the readers 
to get an insigh t in to the mind of the 
auth or by see ing him th roug h the 
vi.sual_ ~1edi ~n~ and th en ana lyzing 
hts wn tmg. 1 h 1s must have been the 
idea of Cram pton in rep1·oclucing the 
pho tographs of these li tterateurs 
a long with a few lines fro 111 th e ir 
pens. 
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H owever , th e possibili ty of a 
'te n s io n ' b etween a picto rial 
rep resen tation and th e personality 
tra its e m erging fr om th e writi ng 
cann ot be altogether d ismissed. The 
c h arm of the book is that the 
pho togra phs of th e writers are in 
complete h arm o n y with their 
writings. On th e on e hand is th e 
person a of these li tterateurs from the 
eyes of an ace photographer, on the 
other are their id eas a n d percep t­
io n s, provid ing a unique co mbi­
n a tio n and b a la n ce, whi ch is the 
novelty o f the book. 

Crampton is a pho tographer of 
r e pu te a nd h as lived up to th e 
e xpec ta ti o n . Sh e is th e offic ia l 
photogra ph er of th e Unte rbe rg 
Poe try Cen tre, New York, which is 
famo us for its literary readings. She 
has specialized in capturing li terary 
pe t·son alities in her lenses, a job she 
is doing for three decades now. The 
book contains photographs and 'self­
portrayal' of l 04 li terary person­
a liti es, who h ave influen ced th e 
Ame rican literary scenario. These 
include a ll time greats like Bellow, 
Mail er, Cheever, Wolfe, Singer et.al. 
T h e photographs of these literary 
personalities which have been taken 
ove r a period of time are techn ically 
of very high standard. Each portrait 
has something different to say, 
reflectin g the various facets of these 
li ttera teurs, which include ten Nobel 
laureates. As has been mentioned by 
Crampton herself, she has taken 
ph otographs of different authors at 
different places and in diff~r~nt 
moods. Yet there is an underhnmg 
commonness in all these photo­
graphs-it is the perfect_ ~im~ng of 
capturing Lhese personahues m the 
camera and the finesse of the 
cluowne portraits. . . 

VS Naipaul andj~um.pa Lahm are 

tl I dian ·connecuons of the book. 1e n . 
Crampwn has caught Natpaul in a 


