
outstanding social creativity that took 
place in th e fron tier . Building on the 
sem inal work o f In di a n anthro
polog ist and soc ia l th eori st JPS 
Uberoi, Banerj ee a rg u es h ow 
fron tier is a place of social creativity 
and civilizational dialogue . I t is in 
this fran tier that on e of th e great 
social experimen ts in an ti-colonial 
struggle , non-violen t resistance and 
social reform emerged which has a 
great global_ significance now as we 
face a growing xenophob ia, a n 
ascendant banality of patriotism and 
valorization of war and vio lence. We 
all a re grateful to the author for 
helping us to learn from this 
remarkable movemen L 

Dr. Annanta Kumar Giri 
Madras Institute of Development 

Studies, Chennai. 

The Drupka Mystique: Bhutan in 
21·" Century, b y Jaiwan ti Dimri , 
Authorpress, New Delhi, 2004, 
pp. 188, Rs. 450. 

In the ever-growing corpus of 
women's literature in English, travel 
writing by women as a genre holds 
but a small segment as it is relatively 
a newcomer in the field. Probably, it 
is due to woman's restricted mobility 
so far, or may be because she rarely 
could travel alone and enjoy the 
ambiance of a place on her own 
terms . Things have changed since 
and women traveling alone on job
assignments in particular are 
recording their impressions that give 
travel writing a new dynamism. It is 
exactly at this paint th~t J aiwan ti 
Dimri's The Drupka Mystzque enters 
the scene and leaves th e reader 
captivated by her compelling style. 
A Professor in the Department of 
English, Himachal Pradesh _Uni
versity, Shimla, Jaiwanti Dimn has 

Book Reviews 

had the unique opportunity to visit 
Bhutan on a teaching assign-ment 
and the book under reYiew owes its 
origin to the rich experience she 
garne red during he r sojourn there. 
Strictly speaking, The Drupka Mystique 
is not a travel book, nor is it a 
historical or literary document. It is, 
to put it a little poetically, 'a product 
of the labour of love'. The author 
chooses to call it 'vigne ttes' born out 
of h e r obse rvations of and inte r
actions with the p eople of Bhutan , 
bu t I would like to c hange it to 
' loving vign e ttes' precisely because 
the pictures throb with life as the 
author pours he r affection for the 
land into it. Sh e has m ade com
menda ble e ffo rts to unde rsta nd 
Bhutan in all he r beauty, mystery and 
mystique a nd ye t keep he r authoria l 
distance to no tice he r weakn esses no t 
as a na t ion b ut as a d eve lo pi ng 
society. 

Befi tt ing ly, J a iwanti Dirnri 
introduces the land and the p eo ple 
in Part I of her book-its geograph
ical situation , the r ugge<;l moun tain
ous terrain , th e proximi ty to nature, 
the spiritual wealth an d the political 
history of Bh u tan. The problem is 
that very few of us really know the 
country beyond bare facts. Dimri's 
book provides a vast panorama of the 
way of life of the people, which is 
influenced by Buddhist ph ilosophy 
a nd proximity to nature. Jaiwan ti 
Dimri 's depiction is all-inclusive a nd 
she takes care to give as muc h 
information as possible within the 
limited space of h er in troductory 
chapter. By the time we fl ip through 
the pages to go to Part II , we are quite 
fami liar with the country: its history, 
cu lture, re lig ion, geography, t1ora 
and fauna, folklore and dances, in 
fact, all that one would like to know. 
For example, in a vague and general 
way we all are aware that Rivalsar in 
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Mandi district of Himachal Pradesh 
is the birthplace of Guru Padma
sambhava, but it is fascinating to 
realize that the original name of the 
lake was Dhanakosha Lake and that 
the Mahaguru Padmasambhana was 
born in a lotus on its holy waters. The 
peculiarity of the writer is that she 
does not linger unnecessarily and 
glides with ease from one inform
ation to another without being 
fragm e ntary. The first chapte r is 
info rmative and it also provides a • 
base for the journey further. 

Part II is both informative and 
interactive. It paints a rich picture of 
the socio-cultural life of the people, 
their literature , their folkways and 
the impact of the modern culture on 
th ese p eopl e who are basically 
atta ched to th e ir relig ion and 
culture, an d love to be unassuming 
and sim p le. C ha pte r 2 m a kes an 
interesting reading as it tells about 
the significance o f chortens, flags and 
manis that are spread across the hills. 
'H e re, the re , everywhere-on the 
hilltop , a t the crossroads , by the 
roadside, near a Dzong, a Lhahang 
o r a monastery, in th e towns and the 
forests, there would be a chorten and 
a mani and the prayer fl ag,' says the 
writer (p. 6 1) . Th e concept of chorten 
is connec ted with Lord Buddha; it is 
a sacred relic. The prayer flags are 
associated with Sab Dag Ba Dhan. To ~ 

put u p a fl ag is a u spicio u s but 
superstition h as it th at it is to be 
erected on specific days lest it brings ' 
ill omen. Aft e r the r itua li s tic 
description of religion, Dimri talks 
of religion from philosophical angle, 
in the next chapter. 

A lively and interesting chapter, 
' Drupka Dances and Songs' deals 
with the folk practices of th e 
Drupkas. There are three types of 
songs-Szhungdra, Boedra and 
Rigsair-sung du r ing the mask 



dances. Thematically these songs are 
na tural expressions oflove and hate, 
j oys an d sorrows of existen ce and 
they p oint towards harmonious co
existe n ce of man and nature. Thus 
is the ecological wisdom enshrin ed 
unobtrusively in the way oflife! The 
accounts of the dances and o ther 
fo lk practices are interspersed with 
storie s and anecdotes; tha t saves 
the d escription from becoming 

00otonous. One of the sto ries is 
. O:sociated with the 'T hro-Ch am' , it 
a a n s th e 'Furio us Da nce ' ; i t is rn e 

e rfo rmed to subdue the evil spirit. 
p The to ne of th e author becomes 
. vi a l wh Pn sh e co m es to the 
J? .-r uisti c uua n ces and good-
ItO~:> dl h . roore y narra tes t e stones of 
hll bl. . I H " . 

Pie fum m g wtt 1 mdt a nd 
Pe o . 

Jish a nd cr ea ttn g funn y 
f.O g (i o ns. She •·ecounts th e inci-
s i t u a I , . , . 

e of t 1e cow s son m tongue
d J1 C 
. e t}1e-eheek man ner. Bhutan may be 
tn~ to accept change but the impact 
sJoWJo balization canno t be warded 
of g ;\t every step Dimri e ncounters 
off . g e and sh e fee ls con fused 

h aJl . h c u se whtl e c a n ge m ean s 
be caress, it also means annihilation 
pr0 g traditional culture. T he need 

f th e 
o ]<.eep the beauty of th_e culture 
is t O despite transforma tiOns. Ye t, 
i!1 t~ct ·n g grace is that Bhutan is not 

sav• . 
tile -eager to accept outstd_e c_ultural 
ven' ony. It likes to re tam 1ts own 
0 e!?"ern'fha t is one reason why th e tiny 

}'l os- . 
e t ry still remams a mystery. , ,pt . . 
cov . g a li tterateur, 1t IS natural 

13e tO ·wanti should shift h e r 
tha t ~ a t to Bhutanese literature . 

ptJOn d" . 
a tte h its o wn tra JtJOnal ta n as 
B l1 ~ t eped in myth , legends ture s e . 
lite ra 1 b t 1·t is slow on creatmg 

f, lk o re u . 
a!1d ~ . Talking spectfically h teratUJ es. . . 
n ew . l"terature m Enghsh, . d 1genous 1 . 
o f 111 

. ·ks with sympa thetiC · rnn remat . 
D t d" 'Crea tion of h te-unde rsta n mg, . 

re a n d th a t too in a fore tgn ratll 
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language for a n unde rdeve lo ped 
country could verily be not one of 
the prio rities a t the ini tial stage of 
d e ve lo pm ent ' (p . l21) . Some 
translation and compilatio n work is 
being unde rtaken in the earnest a t 
the b ehest of the Royal Government. 

T o add to th e author 's wide-eyed 
wonderment a t the land so unique 
in many ways, she had had a chan ce 
to g o round the co untry fo r a n 
Ori enta ti o n Progra mm e; th a t 
broade ne d her purview. Sh e aptly 
calls it ' circumambulating'- a word 
with h allowed con n otations. 

The las t ch apter e n titl e d 'The 
Drupka Mys tique' exp o u n d s th e 
mystery of the land of the peaceful 
Dragon . It is ' a semantic construct 
which en capsulates the mood an d 
the spiri t, the air and the atmosphere 
o f Druk Yu e l in ge ne ral a n d th e 
Drupkas in pa rt icul a r ' . T h ese six 
pages a re revelatory in whi ch sh e 
catch es the mysteriousness and the 
aura of the land. The book ends with 
'Karding-chela' means 'T hank You ' . 
With a g lossa ry, e nd note s a n d a 
se lect bibliography, th e wor k 
b ecomes a pl easan t a ma lga m o f 
sc h o larly exe rc ise a nd a soc io
~ ultu ra l d oc ument exuding th e 
JOyous abandon of trave l writing. 

Professor Dimri, in bringing out 
the book, has no t only cap tured her 
experiences but has also don e grea t 
service to all those who wish to know 
more about Bh utan beyon d 'tou rist 
pamp hle ts'· I remember , we knew 
th e word Druk in the 1970s-1980s 
~nly in connection with the tasty frui t 
Jams and fruit juices coming from 
Bhuta n. I acknowle dge n ow that 
Druk, Drupka and Druk yuel mean 
much more . 

T he book is well brough t out, has 
an _au_rac tive cover and good quality 
p n ntm g . Inside, it has got some 
useful and eye-catching ske tch es. But 
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I wish Dimri could h ave a lso 
provided a small pronuncia tion key 
to some typical Bhutanese words, for 
example, one d oes no t know how the 
Bhu ta n ese wo uld pron o unce 
Chorte n or in Dzongkh a wh ether 'D' 
is sil ent or 'Z '. One typogra p hical 
e rror pe rta ining to the sp e ll ings 
of circuma mbula tio n / circuma m 
bulating is too g laring to be ignored. 
The language is effective, poe tic at 
times, befitti ng the theme. 

Dr. Usha Bande, 
Former Fellow, liAS, Shimla 

CTisis in H igher Education: Role Analysis 
of Teachers in a University System, by 
Ra n i Mehta, Kalpaz Publicatio n , 
Delhi , 2004, ISBN: 81-7835-305-9, 
pp . 386, Rs. 790. 

In recent years, tremendous changes 
have come about in education. This 
is particularly so with the advent of 
th e WTO reg ime in h igh er edu
cation. T hese changes in-fluenced 
b oth, th e techniques as well as the 
m e thodologies of im parting edu
cation, thereby affecting the very 
p ur pose and objectives of h igher 
e d ucatio n . 

The technological revo lu tion 
taking place in h igher education with 
e-learni ng is revolutionizing e du
cation at all levels. E-learning is to 
p rovide all that is required for a 
realis tic interaction in the learning 
processes. E-learning is not going 
to d ispense or make classrooms 
redundant but to make teaching 
more effec~ive , based upon realistic 

.d . f the learner . E-const erauons o . 
. th modern mfor-learnmg uses all e 

mation technologies not only to 
k I ·ng effective but also rna e earnt 

l . and relevant as the end ex 1aust1ve 
product. 

In changing global economies, 


